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This study investigated the influence of family structure on the increase 
in street children in Calabar metropolis of Cross River State, Nigeria. 
One hypothesis was formulated to guide the study. Literature review 
was carried out based on the variable under study. Survey research 
design was considered most suitable for the study. Accidental sampling 
technique was adopted in selecting the 98 respondents sampled for the 
study. A validated 14 items questionnaire using a modified four point 
Likert scale rating was the instrument used for data collection. The 
reliability estimate of the instrument was 0.89 using Cronbach Alpha 
reliability method. To test the hypotheses formulated for the study, One 
Way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) statistical tool was used. The 
hypothesis was tested at 0.05level of significance. The findings revealed 
that there is a significant influence of family structure on the increase in 
street children. 
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1. Introduction 
One of the major social problems encountered by different nations globally is that of street children, and 

the increase in the number of street children in cities like Calabar Metropolis is becoming a tragedy especially as it 

concerns the involvement of some of these children into phone snatching, thuggery and exposure to armed 

robbery which off course leaves the residents of Calabar as victims.  The street children phenomenon is an 

everyday social reality in many states of Nigeria. The situation demonstrates the paradox of horrible poverty in the 

midst of modern urban development and affluence. 

To provide a brief background, a street child is any child that works and lives on the street (Nwabueze, 

2012).They are highly mobile like a modern day nomad and they can alternate between living on the streets and 

living with family members. Studies found that children who usually reside in the street are involved in begging, 

hawking, prostitution, and theft. These activities provide them money for daily needs (Hughes, 2009). The reality is 

that millions of children around the world live in the street and only few people and organizations are doing 

something about it. This lukewarm, or rather, passive response to the problem of street children is a trend that 

needs attention. This means that although poverty remains a constant issue to solve, specific type of poverty such 

as homelessness is yet to capture attention.  

According to the Canadian International Development Agency's (CIDA 1989), the global figure for children 

living and working on the streets is likely well over 100 million and that number rises every day. Fourteen years 

later United Nation International Children Emergency Fund (UNICEF, 1999) reported that the figure certainly runs 

into tens of millions across the world. There have been varying statistics about the global number of street children, 

because there is no clear definition of street children. For example, majority of street Children work on the streets 

but live at home and are working to earn money for their families (Ennew, 2016).  
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It is extremely difficult to find a standard definition for the term “street children” in the field of social 

sciences. Variations are due to differences in the various theoretical and ideological backgrounds of childhood 

specialists, as well as differences in time and place. Although this does not mean that there are no general 

frameworks or concepts that specialists can agree on and refer to, the definition and description of this 

phenomenon have been based on varied modes and approaches.  

The World Health organization (WHO) classified street children (2004) according to four categories: 

Children who live in the street.  Children who have left their families and reside in the street, hotels, shelters, or 

abandoned places. Children living in protection centres or orphanages, who are at risk of becoming homeless. 

Children who have weak or insubstantial relations with their families, and whose circumstances forced them to 

spend the night outside their homes. 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) (2006) defined street 

children as “Children with severed family ties, who have found the street their only home; the street is where they 

stay daily; who all face the same dangers such as becoming involved in drugs  or prostitution, and their presence 

in the streets gives them a sense of freedom.” 

According to UNICEF (1993), there are three types of street children: Children who reside in the street: 

Children who have run away from their families and live alone in the street. Children who work in the street: 

Children who spend most of their time in the street, but who regularly go back to their homes. Children from street 

families: Children who live with their families in the street. 

Others defined street children as children who always or sometimes work and reside in the street, without 

being taken care of by their families, or who spend long periods of the day in the streets (Ennew & Jill, 2013).  Lusk 

(2008) developed four categories of children found in the street. Each group has its own psychological 

characteristics. First, there are poor working children returning to their families at night. They are likely to attend 

school and not be delinquent. Second, there are independent street workers. Their family ties are beginning to 

break down, their school attendance is decreasing, and their delinquency is increasing. Third, there are children of 

street families who live and work with their families in the street. Their conditions are related to poverty.  

The various definitions of “street children” rely on different criteria, e.g. some rely on place of residency 

(the street) to tailor their definition, while others rely on the type of familial relation and the nature of time spent in 

the street. These defining criteria can also be sub-divided into more detailed criteria. For example, familial relations 

can be divided among, children who are in daily contact with their families, children who have weak connections 

with their families, and those who have no family contact at all. In India, they are referred to as pavement dwellers 

(Patel, 1983), whereas in Nigeria they are the children of homeless families. Finally, there are the children who 

have broken off contact with their families. They are residing in the streets full time and are the "real" street 

children. This group is considered to be about 55% of the sample of children in the streets of Calabar. 

As it is now, Nigeria as a nation with an estimate of 7million street children‟, ranks in a third position, with 

Russia as second among countries with the highest incidence of street children coming behind India as first (which 

is described as the home for the largest population of street children worldwide, estimated at 18million) (Alawiye-

Adams & Babatunde, 2013). In Nigeria- over 95% of the children on the streets of Akwa Ibom and Cross River 

State, have been stigmatized as “witches” by pastors and abandoned to live on the streets by their parents. A 

similar study also found street children in Nigeria to be between 7 and 18 years of age, with the majority between 

13 and 16 years. 

Every night, the city of Calabar and especially Marian road and specifically Atekong Drive come alive and 

urban life seems to reach its peak. A typical scenario is also observable in the street. Some of these children sell 

cigarettes, hot drinks, and even lottery tickets while some of these children are just loitering and some of them are 

asleep in the arcades of the streets. As the night goes by, street children are seen sniffing solvents, smoking, 

gambling, and taking up with both locals and foreigners for a night for just a token of money.  These children are 

attracted to the street because they make little by involving themselves in various activities which include begging, 

carrying luggage, clearing business premises and vehicles, collecting waste papers, plastics and old metals, 

gambling, loading and offloading vehicles, petty thefts and violent robbery (Kariuki, 2018).This means taking on 

odd jobs in order to earn some money to ease their hunger or to give to their families who are starving to death.  In 

most cases suffer malnutrition, extreme hunger, health problems, substance abuse, theft, commercial sexual 

exploitation, harassment by the police, physical and sexual abuses by the society and in most cases social 

rejection as an unsuitable member of society which may remain with the child for the rest of his or her life. 
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The problem of street children is not limited only to the developing countries. There are hundreds of 

thousands of children running away from home and living on the streets of Calabar. That is because the reasons 

for this phenomenon are not just economical it is a rather complex issue that urges to become a pandemic problem 

for many governments in the World. A number of variables have received consistent attention among researchers 

as it relates to increase in street children. These variables which include but not limited to gender, age, family 

educational background, family socio-economic background, marital status, family size and ethnicity have been 

examined as to existence of difference, association and correlation to increase in street children. Based on 

previous researches, there were several compelling reasons to expect that family structure may serve to foster a 

child’s decision to move to the street for daily survival.  

The rapid urbanization and modernization of family patterns of family formations and family life has 

continued to undergo considerable changes, altering the composition and structure of families. Single parenthood 

or children born out of wedlock and step parenting may greatly contribute to children’s tendencies to move to the 

streets. The collective efforts in caring and protecting children are not found in such families leaving children at the 

centre of their own care and protection which leave many children with no alternative home. This is attributed to 

separated families, large or overcrowded families, parental conflicts, widow-widower situations, step-parenting, 

orphaned children; children born out of wedlock and very poor families forcing children live in hash conditions or 

run away to the streets in search for better life.  

The United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) and some international Non-

Governmental Associations (NGOs) have made efforts to provide support for street children worldwide.  Individual 

countries have themselves made attempts to tackle the problem locally. However, as the number of street children 

keeps growing in individual countries, it is clear that the responses of international NGOs and individual countries 

are far from being adequate. Despite the fact that all governments of nations ratified the United Nations convention 

on the Rights of the child- right to life, the right to health, the right to education, the right to an adequate standard of 

living, special child labour related rights, the right to participation, play and recreation, rights to protection, 

governments still pay little or no attention to the issues of children particularly as it concerns “street children”.  

Children in every nation are the future leaders and therefore need protection by their families, states and their 

countries. It has always been assumed that children come to the streets because of poverty, but some NGOs and 

Individuals who have tried to take these children in their homes and provided the best they could, have been 

surprised to see these children escape back to the streets, which mean there is something beyond poverty and 

what members of the public have always assumed. It is based on this background that the researcher posed a 

question; does family structure influence increase in street children in Calabar Metropolis?  The issue of street 

children cannot be complete without an inquest into the current family situation in many developing nations and 

Ghana in particular. The family as a self perpetuating institution has been the most instrumental institution of 

socialization. The structure of the family no doubt has changed tremendously over the years.  

One possible reason for the different levels of hostility toward street children might pertain to family 

structure. The elite and the masses raise their children in different ways. In the elite homes, fathers are present 

and powerful. Boys learn to respect the father's authority. By contrast, among the poor, it is common to have 

women at the center of families, and boys are raised not so much to respect authority as to gain an early 

independence from home. It is possible that the pejorative attitude toward the street children comes from the 

perception that street children are not beholden to adult authority. Thus street boys inadvertently press the issue of 

adult authority at a time when traditional authority is in jeopardy (Aptekar, 2012).  

According to African Network for the prevention and protection against child abuse and neglect publication 

(2011), family structure and parental background contributes a lot to children tendencies to be more comfortable in 

the street. This is attributed to separated families, parental conflicts, widow-widower situations, step-parenting, 

orphaned children; children born out of wedlock and very poor families forcing children live in hash conditions or 

run away to the streets in search for better life. Many of the children living today in the streets are a consequence 

of family related problems which are as a result of a weak family structure. 

Many parents directly or indirectly put pressure on their children to leave their homes temporarily for the 

streets. In some cases, it is because parents were genuinely unable to care for their children because of lack of 

finances in the case of single parenting and divorce; in other cases because the strain of caring for their numerous 

offspring is great; yet in others it is because parents believe that a better future awaited their children on the streets 

(Subrahmanyarn & Sondhi, 2010).  
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The study of Khaoya (2014) was to determine the factors that influence the street Children population in 

Kitale town. The target population was 730 which included 700 street Children and 30 managers of the institutions 

working with the Children in Trans-Nzoia Street Children rehabilitation centers. After obtaining verbal consent, 

children were interviewed using a structured questionnaire to determine how many of them live permanently on the 

wastelands, those who live with guardians but spent most of their day on the streets, those who are double 

orphans, single orphans, those with   both Parents, those with single parents and those whose parents are 

divorced, separated or alcoholics. After assembling and organizing completed instruments, the researcher used 

descriptive statistics to analyze data. Quantitative data was analyzed using the descriptive statistical tools of 

average, mean, percentages and frequencies. This data was presented in terms of tables, graphs and charts. In 

analyzing general and demographic information the researcher computed percentages of the respondents who 

provided data. Qualitative data on the other hand was organized and summarized into opinions, and report 

relevant to this study. The result of the analysis showed that the mean scores were greater than the 2.5 which was 

the bench mark for significance. It was therefore concluded that there several factors influencing street children.  

The size of the family has a strong impact on the family’s economic situation. Families with more children 

incur more costs and require more efforts in terms of provision of care. Often poor families are unable to assume 

complete responsibility for raising and supporting their children if there are many. Large families provide less time, 

care, and money for each single child. When the father is working all day to earn enough to cover the basic needs 

of his family, children become deprived of their father’s attention and affection, and even from his mere physical 

presence (Fahmi, 2010). A study on street children indicated that most street children there come from large 

families with an average size of 6 to 10 members (Volpi, 2012). 

The study of Abdelgalil, Gurgel, Theobald and Cuevas (2014) investigated household and family 

characteristics of street children in Aracaju, Brazil. The essence of the study was to describe their parents’ 

perception of street life, and the reasons for the high prevalence of males observed among street children. Cross 

sectional study using semi-structured interviews and qualitative focus group discussions with parents of 

purposively selected index street children. Fifty eight families were enrolled. Most participants were single parent, 

female headed families living in slums or low cost housing, with high levels of illiteracy, drug use, unemployment, 

and a history of migration. Most parents reported receiving financial support from their children and were aware of 

the dangers of the street. Many parents had lived in the street, worked from an early age, and had been 

adolescent parents themselves. Parents perceived that the street was more dangerous for girls than for boys. 

Besides economic reasons, parents highlighted the role of peers and drug use in pulling their children to the street. 

A total of 187 siblings were identified. Siblings had poor school performance with high school drop out rates. 20% 

of the adolescent girl siblings were not living at home. Gender determined the type of work undertaken by children 

and adolescents. Males worked in the streets and females worked as housemaids, shop assistants, and in 

restaurants and bars. Family disintegration, poverty, drug use, adolescent pregnancy, peer pressure, and socially 

constructed gender roles determined the characteristics of children in the street. There is an urgent need for 

increased social support in this area. 

Overcrowding in homes was found to be major contributory factor to children finding themselves on the 

street. In the report of the Simukai and Thuthuka Street Children’s Programmes (2001) they acknowledged that 

children who leave their homes for reasons other than economic pressure tend to be more difficult to rehabilitate 

than those forced on to the streets by poverty. Those who are on the streets for reasons related to poverty are 

easier to reform as once their basic needs are met, their main problems are over. 

 According to UNICEF (2009) family structure has been identified as one of the factors pushing away 

children from home. Some girls have left home owing sexual abuse whereas boys are physically beaten by 

parents. From the very basic family unit many children gets to experimentation to drugs and substances just like 

what their parents do. In households where local brewing is carried out, it becomes difficult to stop children from 

engaging in drugs. Likewise in environments where drugs are available children cannot miss out on using drugs. 

Most of the street children are also agents of drug traffickers and on the process they end up using drugs. Cheap 

industrial spirits, glue (dendrite) and tobacco products are easily available at the counter thus making them 

accessible to many. Consequently in search of freedom many children end up in the streets. 

Marriage is the oldest social institution ordained by God as a social contract between two individuals to 

become husband and wife. Marriage as ordained by God gives legitimacy to sexual relationship and reproduction 

for legitimate children (Sarker, 2007). Marriage is the state of being united with a person of the opposite sex as 

husband or wife for the purpose companionship, procreation maintaining a family (Gove, 2006).  However, marital 
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instability has become a thing of concern in this contemporary society and this is associated with separation, 

divorce, and widowhood. Separation and divorce are social phenomena created by either husband or the wife or 

both, but widowhood is beyond the control of human being, it is related to death and thus universal (Amina, 2008).  

Meanwhile, separation may be in two categories: physical Separation i.e. when the husband and the wife reside 

separately without resolving their marital tie; mental separation i.e. when the couple decides to live together in the 

same household but without having biological and psychological relations. It is imperative to note that when 

marriage is dissolved in the court of law, it is called divorce, but when it is dissolved by death is called widowhood 

(Amina, 2008). Meanwhile, the term marital instability is used to refer to the process whereby marriages 

breakdown through separation, desertion or divorce (Lesmin & Sarah, 2008). 

 According to Kilbrides (2010), divorce is a growing phenomenon and those who end up suffering are the 

children who eventually find alternative on the streets for their livelihood. Street children generally come from 

homes headed by single mother. Most children had not experienced the emotional plight that comes from parents 

dissolving a marriage in a Western-style divorce. Instead these children were accustomed to living in a family that 

included a series of men staying for a short period of time, some of them more compassionate than others. 

Although no reasons were assigned for these trends, it is plausible to suggest that changes in family structure may 

be due to economic pressures and fast changing indigenous traditions due to modernization.  

The study of Omoniyi-Oyafunke, Hezekiah and Odunayo (2018) focused on identifying effects of marital 

instability on children tendency to move to the streets in Abeokuta Metropolis. A descriptive research method was 

adopted for the study. The total numbers of two hundred and fifty one (251) respondents were selected from 

Abeokuta Metropolis using stratified and systematic sampling technique with the use questionnaires to collect 

information from respondents who participated in the study. The data collected were carefully analysed using 

percentages supported by chi-square to represent the raw data in a meaningful manner. it was discovered that 

children of divorced/separated are prone to drug addiction, armed robbery, commercial sex workers and other 

forms of criminal activity, not only that they also tend to go wayward, naughty, unruly and rebellious. The study 

also established that children who grow up in a single parent family are more likely to be used for trafficking, rituals 

and house helps than the children who grow up in an intact family. It is therefore recommended that family 

counselling be emphasized by the stakeholders (government, religious leaders, and counsellors to minimise 

instability in the family and effort should be intensified to discourage marital discord.    

Family instability has been linked to children choice of lifestyle, particularly with regard to behaviour. 

Children whose parents have divorced have more behaviour problems than those in intact families; children living 

in stepparent and blended families also tend to have more behaviour problems, though the effect sizes are smaller 

and the relationship is less consistent (Amato, 2013). Overall, prior research has shown that children who have 

experienced any kind of family change have poorer behavioural outcomes than children in stable, two-biological 

parent families.  

 Various parenting styles affect children differently. The child’s temperament often changes the impact of 

the parents’ behaviour. It is well established that children whose parents are hostile or aloof are more likely to 

exhibit anti-social behaviour (Santrock.2012). Parental responsiveness and demands are not intertwined; they are 

very independent from one another. It is possible for a parent to be very demanding without been responsive and 

vice versa. A single parent is a parent who cares for children without the assistance of other parents in the home. 

According to local laws of different nations or regions, single parenting is a two way streets, the custodial parent 

could be either that mother or the father, because of the role nature have bestowed upon women, most times, 

mothers are given custody of the children, and this care is usually not enough for this children, which in turn make 

children misbehave and perhaps find themselves in the street. 

In another study by Abari and Audu (2013) on street children in Kaduna Metropolis, Nigeria, one 

hypothesis was formulated for the study. The study adopted the survey research design. Furthermore, purposive 

sampling technique was used in selecting heterogeneous sample of eighty (80) street children in Kaduna 

metropolis. The instrument for data collection was a four point rating scale questionnaire. Pearson Product 

Moment Correlation statistical tool was used for data analysis. Findings from the analysis of data indicated that 

these children survive under hazardous circumstances as they are victims of material and social-psychological 

deprivation both from the home front and the society. Many of these children use the street corners as their homes 

and worst still; they are denied formal education, a very fundamental factor that will change their situation. The 

study is therefore an attempt to expose the problem and suggest the way forward, for the future of these children in 

particular, and society at large. 
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Desertion is one of the ways to single parenthood in our society, it is a common trend that has recently 

crawled into Nigerian society, and men tend to abandon their families. Desertion is also known as the poor man 

divorce, Kendall (2013) without going through legal process of divorce. Either the father or the mother walks away 

from the marriage. Children of deserted parents find it more difficult to understand the reasons why they have to do 

without the other parent. Santrock   (2012), assert that these children see themselves as unloved and unwanted by 

the deserted parents or some put the blame of the available parents as it is their fault for the abscond parent 

desertion, and this deprive the child of care and as usual children must survive, hence, move to the street.  

Olaleye and Oladeji (2010) examined the single parenthood impact on street children in Ibadan Metropolis, 

Nigeria .The study made use of three hypotheses and a simple random sampling technique and the data collected 

was 200 non institutionalized street children in Ibadan metropolis. The instrument used for this study was a 

questionnaire and Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) was used to analyzed the data. The results indicated that, 

hypothesis 2and 3 was significant ( attachment of street children-F(1.198=55.318, P< 0.05) and hypothesis 3 ( 

aggression of the street children-F( 1.198=56.122,P<0.05) while hypothesis 1 was not significant ( anti-social 

behaviour of street children-F( 1.198=.227, P>0.05)i.  Based on the findings, the study recommended that there is 

need for parents to stay together with their children to ensure that their welfare is properly catered for. Single 

parenthood could be totally reduced if not totally eliminated from the society. Government should provide free and 

compulsory education to children without family support and help the less privileged parents with financial support 

by empowering them.  

Family size has been identified as one of the factors pushing away children from home. Some girls have 

left home owing sexual abuse whereas boys are physically beaten by parents (UNICEF, 2008). From the very 

basic family unit many children experiment drugs and substances just like what their parents do. According to 

UNICEF (2008), in households where local brewing is carried out, it becomes difficult to stop children from 

engaging in drugs. Likewise in environments where drugs are available children cannot miss out on using drugs. 

Most of the street children are also agents of drug traffickers and on the process they end up using drugs. Cheap 

industrial spirits, glue (dendrite) and tobacco products are easily available at the counter thus making them 

accessible to many. Consequently in search of freedom many children end up in the streets.  

 

2. Methodology  

Survey research design was considered most suitable for the study. The sample of the study comprised 98 

street children who reside in Zoo Garden by Mary Slessor, First bank by Marian road, Calabar South and Ikot Ishie 

street. The area of the study is Calabar Metropolis, which comprised Calabar South and Calabar Municipality Local 

Government Areas. This study adopted the accidental sampling technique. The instrument that was used for data 

collection was a questionnaire. Each item elicited information from  respondents on a four point modified Likert 

scale, Strongly Agree (SA) 4 points, Agree (A) 3 points, Disagree (D) 2 points, and Strongly Disagree (SD) 1 point. 

The hypotheses were analysed using One way Analysis of variance (ANOVA) statistics at 0.05 level of significance 

(i.e. 95% confidence interval) with the help of Statistical package for social sciences (SPSS) version 20. 

3. Results and discussions 

The hypothesis states that family structure has no significant influence on increase in street children. The 

independent variable in this hypothesis is family structure which is categorized into large family, broken homes and 

intact family while the dependent variable is increase in street children. One way analysis of variance (ANOVA) 

was employed in testing the data for this hypothesis. The result of the analysis is presented in table 1. 

The result in Table one revealed that the mean score obtained by the 60 subjects who are from large families was 

25.49 with a standard deviation of 4.61 is greater than the mean score of 25.32 with a standard deviation of 4.49 

obtained by the 20 subjects who are from broken homes and this is also greater than the mean score of 24.38 with 

a standard deviation of 4.69 obtained by the 18 subjects who are from intact families. This implies that the larger 

the size of a family, the higher the increase in the number of street children in Calabar Metropolis of Cross River 

State and vice versa. 

The result of analysis as presented in Table 1 showed that the calculated F-value of 12.399 is greater than 

the critical F-value of 3.11 at 0.05 level of significance with 96 degree of freedom. This implied that the null 

hypothesis was rejected. Therefore, family structure has a significant influence on increase in street children in 

Calabar metropolis of Cross River State, Nigeria. Since the result of this analysis was significant, a Fisher’s 

protected t-test analysis was carried out to determine where the significant difference was highest among the 

various categories of family structure in the study. The result of this analysis is presented in Table 1.  
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The result of the Fisher’s protected t-test analysis as presented in Table 4 revealed that the mean score in 

increase in street children among the subjects who are from large family differ significantly in absolute sense when 

compared with that of those who are from broken homes in favour of those who are from broken homes (MD = 0.17; 

p<.05) and also differ significantly when compared with the mean score of those who are from intact family in favour of 

those who are from intact families (MD = 1.21*; p<.05). The result finally revealed that the mean score in increase in 

street children among the subjects who are from broken home differ significantly in absolute sense when compared 

with the mean score of those who are from intact family in favour of those who are from intact family (MD =    0.94*; 

p<.05). Based on these, the source of the difference was basically from all the various family structure categories but 

was more from those  

 

TABLE 1 

               One-way analysis of variance of the influence of family structure on increase in street children 

Educational level   N      X    SD 

Large family  60 25.49 4.61 

Broken home  20 25.32 4.49 

Intact family  

Total 

18 

98 

24.38 

25.06 

4.69 

4.59 

    

Source of variance        SS      Df       MS     F-ratio     Sig. 

Between groups  

Within groups 

Total  

    16.918 

    2012.947 

    2029.865     

     2 

    95 

    97 

      8.459 

     21.189 

   12.399*     .072 

 

               Significant at 0.05; df = 96; Critical – F = 3.11 

who are from intact family. The result of this study is in consonance with the result of Subrahmanyarn & 

Sondhi (2010) which stated that many parents directly or indirectly put pressure on their children to leave their homes 

temporarily for the streets.  

In some cases, it is because parents were genuinely unable to care for their children because of lack of 

finances in the case of single parenting and divorce; in other cases because the strain of caring for their numerous 

offspring is great; yet in others it is because parents believe that a better future awaited their children on the 

streets. The result of the study also supports the result of Fahmi (2010) which stated that the size of the family has 

a strong impact on the family’s economic situation. Families with more children incur more costs and require more 

efforts in terms of provision of care. Often poor families are unable to assume complete responsibility for raising 

and supporting their children if there are many. Large families provide less time, care, and money for each single 

child. When the father is working all day to earn enough to cover the basic needs of his family, children become 

deprived of their father’s attention and affection, and even from his mere physical presence. 

 

TABLE 2 

                Fisher’s protected t-test of the influence of family structure on increase in street children 

Family structure          Joint Mean difference  Significant  

Large family  Broken home 0.17 .005 

 Intact family 1.21* .000 

Broken home Large family -0.17*  .000 

 Intact family 0.94*  .070 

Intact family  Large family -1.11* .000 

 Broken home -0.94* .010 

               *Mean difference is significant at 0.05 

According to UNICEF (2009) family structure has been identified as one of the factors pushing away 

children from home. Some girls have left home owing sexual abuse whereas boys are physically beaten by 

parents. From the very basic family unit many children gets to experimentation to drugs and substances just like 

what their parents do. In households where local brewing is carried out, it becomes difficult to stop children from 

engaging in drugs. Likewise in environments where drugs are available children cannot miss out on using drugs. 

Most of the street children are also agents of drug traffickers and on the process they end up using drugs. Cheap 



Volume-01, Issue-09, September-2019                                                   International Journal of Interdisciplinary Current Advanced Research 

© IJICAR 2019, All Rights Reserved                                                                                                                                   8 | Page 

industrial spirits, glue (dendrite) and tobacco products are easily available at the counter thus making them 

accessible to many. Consequently in search of freedom many children end up in the streets. 

The result of the study strongly supports the result of Amato (2013) which stated that family instability has 

been linked to children choice of lifestyle, particularly with regard to behaviour. Children whose parents have 

divorced have more behaviour problems than those in intact families; children living in stepparent and blended 

families also tend to have more behaviour problems, though the effect sizes are smaller and the relationship is less 

consistent.  

 

4. Conclusion  

The purpose of this study was to investigate and present results on demographic variables and increase in 

street children in Calabar Metropolis of Cross River State. In line with the statistical finding obtained from this study, it 

was therefore concluded that: there was a significant influence of parental educational background on increase in 

street children in Calabar metropolis. 

There was a significant influence of family structure on increase in street children in Calabar Metropolis. 

Street children phenomenon is a major challenge to the residents of Calabar metropolis, raising questions on the 

extent to which the society upholds the fundamental rights of the children; planning by the policy makers in regard 

to future generations; and the types and nature of interventions attempted.  It is the conclusion of the paper that 

the family is the main source of street children in Calabar and therefore, should be given priority in intervention 

programmes if we have to curb the menace.  

Because of the rapid socio-cultural and economic changes in the society, we recommend that the 

leadership of the country comes up with national values systems that would provide guidance for families that find 

themselves in crisis that would predispose children to street life.    

 

5. Recommendations 

Based on the finding obtained in the study, the following recommendations were made; 

1. Government should come up with national value systems that would provide guidance for families that find 

themselves in crisis that would predispose children to street life. 

2. Intervention programmes proposed by government at all levels to help street children should concentrate 

directly on street children rather than their families, if not, they are going to achieve less since they will only 

deal with the symptoms (street children) of the problem rather than dealing with the root cause 

(demographic variables) of the whole problem. There is therefore, the need to instigate family therapy and 

socio-economic programmes targeting single-parent families and caregivers to encourage good parenting 

practices that would stem children from joining the streets. 
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